
 

ST.THOMAS COLLEGE, PALAI 

The Dream Project of the College: Integrated Sports Complex& Olympic 

Standard Swimming Pool 

Founded in 1950, St. Thomas College, Palai, located in a semi-urban area, has to its 

credit almost seventy years of distinguished service in the field of higher education in 

Kerala. The institution is well-known in the sports circles. More than 45 individuals who 

went abroad to represent the country in international competitions is a testimony to the time 

rooted endeavour of the holistic development of the students. There include the legendary 

Late Jimmy George, Sri. N. Pradeep, Sri. Wilson Cherian, Olympian Manojlal etc.  

The management of the college has chosen a unique project for the time bound 

implementation tapping the managerial efficacy and internal resources of the college.  For the 

college, which caters to the needs of the students mainly coming from the rural background, 

the dream project of an integrated sports complex and swimming pool would be a feather in 

its cap. A proposal was sent to the UGC on 4.5.2010. The total area measurement for the 

Sports complex was considered to be 3237.23 m2. The stadium would measure 1692 m2, the 

pool 1545.23 m2, and the water capacity was calculated to be 17 lakhs litres of water. The 

facilities available would include a 50 metre pool and a multipurpose Indoor stadium.  

A Building committee was formed to administer the whole process. 

Preparation of the project proposal, submission to Government authorities and UGC for 

approval, tendering process, formulating implementation strategies, fund raising, financial 

management, fixing international standards for construction and management etc are solely 

done by the committee. The committee comprised the Principal, Vice-principal, Bursar, 

Teaching and Non-teaching Staff representatives and the architect. Various meetings were 

held to fix the final plan and estimate. The construction began on 13.12.2013. The project 

expanded and it cost the college a pretty penny. The whole mechanism was exclusively the 

offshoot of the efforts put forward by the members of the committee who were the backbone 

of this project. They were competent in raising funds too. Thus the leadership skills and 

potential of the college administration proved that it has mettle.  

The plan was approved and the UGC sanctioned a lump sum of 1 cr for the 

pool and 70 lakhs for the stadium which fell short of the estimate. The College decided to 

bring in the concept of public-private partnership by permitting the public as well, to avail the 



international standard facilities. So the revised plan was carried out. Funds were raised from 

other sources too, as donations from teachers, alumni and well wishers. A membership 

campaign was organized. The prime aim was to render service to the society, in line with the 

UGC objectives. 

Eventually, the work finished on 28.2.2016 and the dream came true owing to 

elbow grease. The total cost of the project was 11,91,90,332 cr excluding the loan interest 

paid. The Sports complex was inaugurated by the then Chief Minister of Kerala, Sri. 

Oommen Chandy. The facilities and related amenities provided by the complex are 

magnificent. The pool was built up to the international specification with a minimum depth of 

4 feet and a maximum of 7 feet with 8 lanes. It has the latest automated sand filtration 

system. The stadium is adorned with maple wood flooring, tested and approved by the 

international bodies. It can provide space for 6 Badminton courts as well as Volleyball or 

Basketball court, concurrently. A 700 meter lighted Walker’s lane is built around the 

playground of the college. A distinctive first of its kind Open gymnasium is built in the 

campus in the open air, for the wellbeing of the students. Into the bargain, it’s enriched with a 

Reception area, Billiards table, Kids’ pool, Jacuzzi, 3 Table Tennis boards, 2 Tennis day 

courts and ample parking facility. To state the social impact, at dawn itself, people from 

nearby and far places make use of the walker’s lane, pool and the stadium. The fair and 

square philosophy behind this dream project is to ensure the psycho-somatic wellness of the 

stakeholders.    

 

 

 

 



 

 



INAUGURATION OF INTEGRATED SPORTS COMPLEX

 

 

 

 

 



Brochure: Integrated Sports Complex 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



Consolidated Receipts and Payments 

 



 

 



Revised Estimates 

 

 



Utilization Certificates 

 



 

 

 





 

 

 



Minutes of  Meeting 

















 

 


